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SUB J : PERES SUPPORTS ETZION BLOC, SAYS SAMARIA SETTLEMENT MUST 
WAIT 

1. DURING VISIT TO WEST BANK AUG 13, ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER 
PERES, ACCORDING TO AUG 14 JERUSALEM POST, TOLD SETTLERS AT 
ETZION BLOC THAT POLITICAL FUTURE OF BLOC "IS BEYOND DOUBT". 

NOTING THAT AREA BETWEEN BETHLEHEM AND HEBRON WAS FIRST SETTLED 
BY JEWS IN THIRTIES, AND THE ETZION BLOC SETTLEMENTS (FROM 
WHICH JEWS WERE EVICTED IN BITTER BATTLE IN 1948) NOW FLOURISH- 
ING, PERES REPORTEDLY INDICATED THAT THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF 
THEIR FUTURE STANDING. WHILE REPORTEDLY STATING HE PERSONALLY 
FAVORED SETTLEMENT AT MAHAME YOSEF, NORTHEAST OF NABLUS ON 
HEIGHTS ABOVE JORDAN VALLEY, PERES IS QUOTED AS SAYING SETTLEMENT 
IN "SAMARIA" MUST WAIT. HE OPPOSED AD HOC SETTLEMENT AT EXPENSE 
OF LOCAL POPULATION. HE LISTED GOI PRIORITIES FOR SETTLEMENT 
AS JORDAN VALLEY, RAFAH APPROACHES, GOLAN HEIGHTS AND JERUSALEM 
AREA. 
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2. PERES ALSO VISITED NABLUS, WHERE PRESS INDICATES HE DISCUSSED 
NUMBER OF PROBLEMS WITH MAYOR HAJ MA-AZOUZ AL-MASRI, INCLUDING 
LOCAL RESIDENTS' CONCERN OVER ATTEMPT SETTLEMENT AT SEBASTIA AND 
PROLONGED DETENTION OF NABULSIS ARRESTED ON SUSPICION OF INVOLV- 
EMENT IN TERRORIST ACTIVITIES AND GOI LOAN FOR CITY DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS. 

3. COMMENT: FOURTH SETTLEMENT IN ETZION BLOC, FOR WHICH PLANS 
ANNOUNCED LAST MARCH, IS NOW UNDER CONSTRCTUION. GIVEN ITS 
HISTORY, WE BELIEVE THERE VIRTUALLY NO POSSIBILITY THAT 
ISRAEL WOULD CONSIDER RELINGQUISHING CONTROL OVER THIS AREA, 
WHICH ONLY ABOUT 3 KMS FROM WEST BANK BORDER WITH ISRAEL, TO 
WHICH IT HAS BEEN CONNECTED BY NEW, WIDE HIGHWAY. 

JONES 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WEST BANK, LAND SETTLEMENT, MINISTERIAL VISITS, TERRITORIAL CLAIMS, MILITARY OCCUPIED AREAS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 AUG 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974JERUSA01578 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740223-0024 
From: JERUSALEM 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740849/aaaabpoa.tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CollinPO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: ANOMALY 

Review Date: 14 AUG 2002 

Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14-Aug-2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <25 FEB 2003 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PERES SUPPORTS ETZION BLOC, SAYS SAMARIA SETTLEMENT MUST WAIT 
TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, IS, JO, (PERES, SHIMON) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




